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RAVENSTHORPE–HOPETOUN ROAD 

Grievance 
DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre) [9.31 am]: I thank the Minister for Transport for taking my grievance today. It is 
about a road. It relates to 48 kilometres of sealed road between Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun. Members would be 
knowledgeable of the fact that Ravensthorpe had a very big mine operated by BHP Billiton called Ravensthorpe 
Nickel Operations. After seven months of operation, that mine closed on the community. Fortunately, however, 
there is still a very active industry. Galaxy Resources’ spodumene–lithium mine is operational. The First 
Quantum Minerals mine has taken over Ravensthorpe Nickel Operations. It has spent a significant amount of 
money to address the issues for that mine to reopen. As well as that, we have Tectonic Resources, which recently 
changed its name to Phillips River Mining. It has a copper and multi-ore mine planned just out of 
Ravensthorpe—in fact, along the road in question. There are currently 700 vehicles running down that road 
every day. We have Ravensthorpe as the commercial centre of those mining operations. Hopetoun is the 
residential centre. The issue is the classification of the road. The road is presently classified a shire road. My 
grievance today is the argument that in fact it should be a state road because of its increasing significance. The 
road is no longer just a track down to the beach from Ravensthorpe. There has been a division of responsibility 
over time, which has been unwritten and has worked quite well. The shire has done minor works such as 
patching and attendance to guideposts. Over time, Main Roads Western Australia has done major reseals and 
pavement failures. The history goes back to 2001 when the chief executive officer of the shire wrote to a 
Mr John Marmion. The Minister for Water; Environment tells me that he is his cousin. Obviously, there is 
engineering in the blood! The letter states — 

Further to your conversation … I am sending this letter to confirm that the Ravensthorpe–Hopetoun 
Road is to be reclassified from a Local Government Road to a Main Road on 1st July 2001 and that the 
Shire of Ravensthorpe will cease to carry out maintenance works from this date.  

That did not happen. In April 2002, there was another letter to Mr Vickery, the chief executive officer of the 
Shire of Ravensthorpe, from the manager of road network performance in Main Roads, saying — 

Main Roads Western Australia is preparing papers in anticipation of proclaiming Hopetoun–
Ravensthorpe Road as a ‘main road’. 

Finally, folio 901-27, the “Report on Investigations for the proposed Ravensthorpe–Hopetoun Road alignment”, 
in one dot point states — 

• It is anticipated that Ravensthorpe Hopetoun Road will be reclassified to a State Road on 01 July 
2003.  

I suppose one asks what has happened in the past nine or 10 years. The relationship has been unwritten. It has 
been amicable for nearly 10 years but there have been changes. Those are development changes within the 
region particularly in and around mining and growth of the region. In recent times there seems to have been a 
change in attitude of the Main Roads department. I will quote a letter from Mr Duffield, the regional manager of 
the Great Southern region. He wrote to the CEO of the Shire of Ravensthorpe this year suggesting — 

In order to clarify the situation I advise as follows: 

• The Hopetoun–Ravensthorpe Road is currently a local road … 

• Main Roads is progressing action, following Shire concurrence, to proclaim the road as a State 
Road … 

• Main Road has completed the 10 year asset management plan and asset valuation.  

• Transfer of the road to Main Roads will be subject to: 

– Main Roads receiving additional ongoing maintenance funding …  
– Approval from the Department of Treasury and Finance … 

It is Main Roads intention to submit the re-classification proposal to Main Roads Budget Committee in 
October 2010 with the recommendation that funding be sought for the ongoing management of the road 
as part of the 2010/11 State Budget. Subject to Budget Committee endorsement, securing funding and 
DTF Approval the transfer could occur on 1 July 2011.  

It is the final letter that concerns me. It is one from the managing director of Main Roads, Menno Henneveld, 
again to the CEO of the Shire of Ravensthorpe, received in June 2011. The important parts of this letter are — 

Main Roads will no longer fund specific maintenance activities on the road in 2011/12.  

… 
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2. The Shire of Ravensthorpe is able to seek funding for improvements to the road through the 
State Road Funds to Local Government Agreement … 

3. Main Roads will not fund or undertake specific maintenance activities on the Ravensthorpe–
Hopetoun Road in 2011/12 and onwards.  

4. All routine and specific maintenance activities on this road are the responsibility of the Shire 
of Ravensthorpe. 

I put to the minister that over these years, right back to 2001, there were obviously plans to recognise this road. 
There has been significant development in this region. There has been a change in attitude. I ask the minister to 
look at this issue because I believe the shire has been abandoned.  

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [9.38 am]: It would seem from the trail of 
correspondence that the member has just shared with the house that there has been somewhat of a change of 
heart in Main Roads’ view of this road, as my colleague the Minister for Environment pointed out, from 
chocolates to boiled lollies in relation to the response of the regional manager to the response of Mr Henneveld, 
the managing director of Main Roads. I, of course, have a briefing note from Main Roads that goes into all the 
reasons that the road should remain a local road. 

I might start with a couple of comments. Firstly, I understand there is a funding distinction between local roads 
and state roads, but as a user of a road, I find this quite bizarre. I am not aware that when someone drives along, 
for example, from Esperance to Ravensthorpe, and they might stop for a cup of coffee and a bit of cake at the 
Ravy diner —  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: Well, the Stuffed Cocky is now closed, which is a great shame.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Was that the Ravy diner? 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: That was the coffee shop.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Is the Ravy diner still there? I used to stop there with my busloads — 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: It is the Ravy Country Kitchen. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The Ravy Country Kitchen—okay, good. I stopped there with many a famished load of 
pensioners who went in and did their best with the mushy peas and mashed potato! 

Anyway, when we turn left, coming from Esperance, or right if we are coming from the other direction, and head 
down to Hopetoun, there is not a sign there that says, “Dear user of the road, you are now going off a state road 
onto a local road.” I think this is something we need to get our heads around; it is about the transport solution 
rather than too much fixation on the distinction. I have not driven down that road for some time. I took my bus 
down there a few years ago looking for wildflowers. A 6.2-metre road carrying 36.5-metre trucks is probably as 
narrow as we would like it to be when two heavy vehicles pass each other. We recently spent some time in the 
Speaker’s electorate. I must say, sitting in the front of a large vehicle—we went up in a TransWA bus—passing 
road trains on anything less than an eight-metre road is a little bit nerve-wracking. If there is the 3.5-metre lane, 
with a half-metre shoulder, everyone is pretty comfortable. That in itself, I think, is an issue. Thankfully, First 
Quantum Minerals is back up and running. I think it told me the other day that it was expecting its first 
shipments of nickel to go out of Esperance before the end of the year. First Quantum, of course, has nickel going 
out on road. I am assuming it comes down that road.  

Dr G.G. Jacobs interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Is a different road used? 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: It is a different road; that one goes down — 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The member has blown that argument out of the water! 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: That is the South Coast Highway. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Okay; it comes down bit further to Esperance, does it not? 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: That’s right. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Anyway, Tectonic Resources is down there, therefore the road gets used quite a bit. 

I am happy to sit down with Main Roads and see what we can do. I do not think the issue is whether the road 
becomes proclaimed or not. I think the issue is to ensure we put adequate funding into our regional roads—to 
ensure that they have capacity. Often when capacity is developed, we can deal with some of the maintenance 
issues. I cannot give a firm commitment that that will involve a reclassification at this stage, but we are doing a 
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lot of work at the moment with the Western Australian Local Government Association on identifying a core 
network of regional roads. That core network of regional roads will involve state roads and local roads. My 
challenge, then, is to source funding over and above the funding that is currently available to local governments, 
through the local government road agreement—which incidentally will see $145 million available this year for 
local government roads and money spent on state roads—that we can then invest into this strategic regional road 
network. WALGA has done a lot of work on developing that. I would hope that this particular road is on that 
plan; in fact, we will make sure that it is. We then intend to prioritise those roads and then to invest in those 
roads. Again, if I could give an example from the Speaker’s electorate, the road that runs from Morawa north 
to — 

The SPEAKER: To Mullewa, to interrupt the member. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: No; with all due respect, Mr Speaker, the road south, to Mingenew. 

The SPEAKER: Perenjori. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: It is Perenjori. For that particular stretch of road from Perenjori to Morowa, we have now 
committed between $1 million and $2 million a year to the upgrade of that road. That work will be done by the 
local shire, which I think is a good partnership. In due course, that road will be, I hope, where possible, an eight-
metre sealed road north over that—about a 50-kilometre stretch—which is currently down to four and five 
metres in width. Therefore, we are looking to identify strategic roads. I know the significance of this road to the 
local community, not only from the mining point of view; it is also a very heavily visited area in peak times. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: If I might interject, there has been a lot of money spent on developing the roads into the 
Fitzgerald River National Park, as you would know, up to $30 million. It is tourist iconic. We have South Coast 
Highway, which is 50 kilometres north, we have the road through the Fitzgerald River National Park, and we 
have a road in between that is really essentially a shire road, which Main Roads seems to have stepped away 
from. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Based on the member’s correspondence, I would not say that Main Roads has stepped 
away; it has bolted away. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: “Abandoned”, I think was the word I tried to get in. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I would be happy to sit down with Main Roads to see if I could encourage it to show 
renewed interest in the road. I prefer to do it, though, within this framework that we are currently establishing 
with WALGA. Can I say again that it is a framework that basically says we are putting $145 million, through the 
local government arrangements around licensing, into the pool of funds available for local governments. That 
will grow over the next four years to about $170 million. My view is that that is about enough to help them keep 
up the roads they have got. To make significant step-change in terms of road quality, we need to identify 
alternative sources of funding and we are currently working on that. My preference is then to put that funding, in 
substantial increments, into upgrading roads, for example, the Morawa–Perenjori road. I would like to think that 
this particular road may well fall into that program. That will address the capital issue, the issue about who 
effectively owns the road—whether it is Main Roads or local government is something we can deal with 
subsequent to that. It is a lot easier to have a debate about ownership when there are the funds available to do the 
upgrade, because ultimately, that is what these issues come back to: funding for a significant step-up upgrade in 
this case, and then ongoing funding for maintenance. I thank the member for drawing that particular road to my 
attention and I will certainly follow up the matter for the member. 
 


